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gestion, the latter being the most probable
cause of suffering in a natural function which
is without any discomfort in a normal person.
Mensuration, the name of that branch of
the application of arithmetic to geometry
which teaches, from the actual measurement
of certain lines of a figure, how to find, by

solid we have only to measure certain of its
boundary lines or dimensions; and from
them we can calculate or infer the contents.
Mechanical methods have been devised for
the calculation of irregular lengths and areas,
and curves whose equations are known are
best treated by the calculus.
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calculation,  the  area  of surfaces,  and the
volume of solids. In measuring a surface or a

Mental Deficiency, the condition of a
person who, by reason of inheritance, dis-
ease, or injury, suffers from birth or at an
early age from arrested development of mind,
and is therefore incapable, to a greater or
less extent, of managing his affairs with or-
dinary prudence. There are different degrees
of mental deficiency. At the one extreme
there is the pronounced and degraded type
to whom the term 'idiot' is popularly ap-
plied; at the oth^r we have the 'feeble
minded,' who, by reason of mental or physical
defect, are incapable of receiving proper
benefit from the instruction in the ordinary
elementary schools. The height and weight
of mentally defective children are less than
normal, the skin is coarse, the teeth are in-
complete in number and poorly developed,
the muscular system shows lack of tone, the
bones are imperfectly developed, and the
sexual organs are notably arrested in their
development. Changes in the shape and con-
figuration of the head are common. See
HYGIENE.
Menthe, or Creme de Menthe, a liqueur,
of which two varieties, a green and a white,
are sold. Both should be prepared from the